
Persist: In Praise of the Creative Spirit in a World Gone Mad with Commerce is a collection of essays spanning 
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Persist
In Praise of the Creative Spirit in a 
World Gone Mad with Commerce

by Peter Clothier

If most people understand how commerce accounts for functional necessities and luxuries, not 
nearly enough people  comprehend how art shapes and evolves who we in fact truly are. �is book 
helps us better understand why this lack of understanding is so, and why it is important.

Bill Lasarow, ArtScene
�is engaging book provides the reader with a rare insight into the practice and appreciation of art. 
Peter Clothier shows the courage and wisdom of someone who is not afraid to go "where we are most 
exposed and vulnerable," to discover the true source of artistic creativity.

Edward Goldman, Art Talk KCRW radio commentator
Persist is the �rst and ultimate survival guide for any creative person involved in the commercialized 
and half-mad world of contemporary art. �is book will heal your soul and help you �nd your way. 
All artists should keep it close at hand.

Roland Reiss, Professor of Art and Humanities, Emeritus, Claremont Graduate University
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